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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 5049 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EEC, PFOR 

SUBJECT: EUROPEAN COUNCIL, MARCH 25-26, 1977: BACKGROUND TO 
DECISION ON LONDON SUMMIT REPRESENTATION 

REF: ROME 5026 

1 . DISCUSSIONS WITH BRUSSELS-BASED PERM DEL OFFICIALS ATTENDING 
THE MARCH 25-26 EUROPEAN COUNCIL HAVE PRODUCED MORE IN THE 

WAY OF BACKGROUND TO THE DECISION BY THE EC HEADS OF GOVERNMENT 
ON COMMUNITY REPRESENTATION AT THE MAY 7-8 LONDON SUMMIT. 
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2. CREDIT FOR TALKING GISCARD INTO BACKING DOWN IS BEING 
GIVEN TO FRG CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT, WHO WAS THE MIDDLEMAN IN 
DISCUSSIONS WITH ROY JENKINS AND WITH THE HEADS OF GOVERNMENT 
OF THE SMALLER EC STATES. SCHMIDT TOLD REPORTERS LAST 
TUESDAY, THAT, DURING HIS BONN MEETING WITH JENKINS THREE 
WEEKS AGO, HE HAD SAID HE WOULD TRY TO HELP SECURE JENKINS' 
PARTICIPATION IN THE LONDON SUMMIT BUT THAT HE COULD NOT GO 
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SO FAR AS TO ENDANGER HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH GISCARD. 

3. IRISH FOREIGN MINISTER FITZGERALD TOLD REPORTERS MARCH 26 
THAT, SUBSEQUENT TO THE JENKINS VISIT TO BONN, SCHMIDT PHONED 
GISCARD, GENTLY NUDGING HIM ON THE NEED FOR A SOLUTION. 
FITZGERALD SAID THAT THIS PROMPTED GISCARD TO WRITE JENKINS 
TWO DAYS BEFORE THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL, SETTING DOWN IN DETAIL 
THE FRENCH POSTION OPPOSING EC REPRESENTATION BUT STRSSING 
THAT THIS ATTITUDE WAS NOT DIRECTED AT JENKINS PERSONALLY. 

IN FITZGERALD S VIEW, SCHMIDT'S PHONE CALL WAS INSTRUMENTAL 
IN SECURING GISCARD'S ULTIMATE ACCEPTANCE OF AN EC PRESENCE 
IN LONDON. 

4. FITZGERALD TOLD IRISH REPORTERS, HOWEVER, ON A DEEP 
BACKGROUND BASIS, THAT GISCARD DID NOT BACK DOWN GRACEFULLY. 
HE INDICATED THAT GISCARD AND DUTCH PRIME MINISTER DEN UYL 
ARGUED BITTERLY ON THE REPRESENTATION ISSUE THROUGHOUT THE 
FRIDAY WORKING DINNER. GARDNER 
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